1919]     THE PEACE CONFERENCE AND AFTER

has assembled. Then they enter in state followed by their
satellites, take the chair, and make a bow, Not so Walter
Long. He is there five minutes beforehand and has a nice
word of welcome for each of the members of the deputation
as he arrives. The result is that he starts the proceedings having
made friends with everybody.

L. G. : Yes. That accounts for the statement made at a
deputation I had the other day, when the Labour members
said they had been received in the most courteous and sym-
pathetic manner at the Admiralty. Long has the art of dealing
with Parliamentary points. He thanks the member for having
called his attention to the matter and for the valuable inform-
ation he has afforded, which will receive the most careful con-
sideration of the Department. But he ends up by saying that
at the moment it is impossible to take any action. The matter
will, however, be carefully borne in mind, and at the first
opportunity he will ask the honourable member to be good
enough to see him, etc.. All this seems simple and common-
place, but it is effective and the outcome of a genial, kindly
personality.

I complimented L. G. on his speech. He said he had
been busy most of Saturday preparing it. His reference to the
economic position occupied only a few minutes, but it meant
a couple of hours' investigation with the Board of Trade
officials. I said the other speakers were received with very
little enthusiasm. When L. G. spoke, the Common Council,
etc., crowded round the back of the Hall to hear him. When he
had finished, they disappeared. L. G, said he could not under-
stand how it was that the other speakers did not get a more
enthusiastic reception.

He spoke of Ireland. He said, "What do you think the
public think about Ireland ? Do you think they are eager for a
settlement ?"

R. : I think they are sick and tired of Ireland, and that
there is a strong feeling that an attempt should be made to
close what is felt to be a festering sore. The recent murders
have created a very strong feeling,

L. G. : They are a curious people. Whenever you try to
help them, they turn and rend you. The difficulty is that
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